Jessica Highstreet - Critical Assignment 1
	Teacher:   Miss Jessica Highstreet            Subject:     Social Studies/ Language Arts               Grade Level: 1

	 Lesson Topic:   American Presidents        Time Required:         Ten days

	Sunshine State Standards, Benchmarks, & Access Points (Indicate Cognitive Level)
The student develops an understanding of a primary source. (SS.1.A.1.1)
The student understands how to use the media center/other sources to find answers to questions about a historical topic. (SS.1.A.1.2)(LA.1.6.4.1)

The student understands history tells the story of people and events of other times and places. (SS.1.A.2.1 )(LA.1.4.1.2)

The student compares life now with life in the past. (SS.1.A.2.2)


	Instructional Analysis  - Prior Knowledge  (Include essential concepts that must be known and understood by students BEFORE this lesson is taught)
Declarative Knowledge - Students should already know that…

1. People from the past lived differently than we do today
2. Information is attainable through media sources
3. A primary source may be a picture, book, movie, etc.
Students should already know how to…

1. Write a short narrative
2. Create a chronological timeline
3. Perform basic functions using a computer
Describe how you plan to assess prior knowledge and your strategies to make sure that students know and understand what they need in this area.
Teacher to review the basics of history, media knowledge, and primary source. Facilitate during narrative writing, and creation of timeline. Facilitate during creation of personal history slideshow.

	Instructional Analysis – Declarative Knowledge 

In this lesson, students will learn that….

1.  History consists of stories of people and events of other times.
2. Pictures and words can be combined to make personal videos.
3. A timeline can be transformed into a story, and posted into a blog.


	Instructional Analysis – Procedural Knowledge 

In this lesson, students will learn how to….

1. Create a PowerPoint slideshow presentation depicting the “personal history” they wrote, as well as the history of a historical figure.
2. Research historical figures using multi-media sources.
3. Transform a timeline into a narrative, and post it as a blog.


	Interdisciplinary connections: Social Studies/ Language Arts/ Media Literacy
Common Misunderstandings or Misconceptions: Misunderstanding may include that history is made up or fictional like any other story. 
Your plan to address these: By writing their own history the students will understand the history depicts real events.


	Learning Objectives: (List one in each category. Remember, each objective must have a behavior, condition, and criterion)
Knowledge – Factorial knowledge will be acquired through classroom instruction, and media searches with 100% accuracy.
Comprehension – Students will show their comprehension of material by creating two slideshow histories. 
Application – Students will create a full self history, as well as their assigned character’s history.
Analysis – After instruction the students will be able to use powerpoint to create a slide show with pictures as well as text to depict a narrative.
Synthesis – Teacher to combine writing skills with history, using media literacy as a support.
Evaluation – Students will complete their slideshow presentations to be graded on creativity and completion. 


	Learner Analysis: (Describe with details your students’ characteristics.)

1. Age Range & Gender -  Boys and Girls age 7-8
2. Race – European Americans, Hispanic, African American, Asian, and mixed races present
3. Socio-economic background – Lower to middle classes
4. Learning Style Preferences – Mostly a combination of visual, auditory, and tactile/kinesthetic learners.
5. Disabilities  & Exceptionalities – Three students with ADD/ADHD, two receiving speech services
6. Motivation – Slideshows will sent home on personal disk to show family
7. Cognitive Skills (concrete, abstract, etc.) – Mostly average cognitive levels


	Assessment Plan 

Formative: (Describe how will you determine throughout the lesson if students are learning)

1. Group discussion and individual sharing will be done throughout each step of the lesson.
2. While working by themselves, teacher will observe progress, and facilitate as needed.
3. Teacher will ask questions to be answered correctly by students.
Summative: (Describe how will you determine at the end of the lesson if students have learned)

1. The brainstorm, timeline, and written narrative of “personal history” posted as a blog will be made into a powerpoint presentation and all parts will be graded for creativity, completeness, and grave-level writing skills.
2.  The students will be taught about American presidents throughout history and will create a timeline of information about them which will be graded like a quiz.
3. This presidential timeline will then be turned into a slideshow similar to the “personal history” and will be graded similarly.


	Instructional Strategies: (Describe with details the strategies you will use – See this link for details about various strategies - http://glossary.plasmalink.com/glossary.html 
How will you introduce the lesson? Teacher will have students brainstorm using graphic organizers to determine the important parts of their life so far.
How will you teach concepts during the lesson? Through instruction, and learn-as-you-do.

How will you conclude the lesson? By creating a disk containing the student’s finished products to take home.
Classroom & Technology Management Strategies: The computers the students will be working on will have protective content blockers. And new entries will need to be monitored and allowed by the teacher before they will be posted openly on the blog. 


	Learning Activities: (Describe with details what students will be doing throughout the lesson.)
During the introduction of the lesson, students will: 
During the lesson, students will (Mention WebQuest):

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will:



	Materials & Resources:

Supplies:

 - Computers
 - Microsoft office software
 - List of historical websites
 - Prepared presidential timelines to be filled during WebQuest
- Time line quiz
Technology tools (Software and hardware):

 - Microsoft Office (PowerPoint)
 - Blog posts on class Ning.com site
 - Internet access to conduct research 
URL’s you will use:



	Self-Evaluation: 
Teacher NETS addressed:

Student NETS addressed:

Strengths:

Weaknesses:

Possible Solutions or Action Plan for Improvement: (coursework, workshops or seminars needed to improve specific areas)
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